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Lesson 3 | Exodus; Priests, Kings and Prophets

A SUMMATION OF OUR OLD TESTAMENT STUDY
CCC 781
"At all times and in every race, anyone who fears God and does what is right has been acceptable
to him. He has, however, willed to make men holy and save them, not as individuals without any
bond or link between them, but rather to make them into a people who might acknowledge him
and serve him in holiness. He therefore chose the Israelite race to be his own people and established
a covenant with it. He gradually instructed this people. . . . All these things, however, happened as
a preparation for and figure of that new and perfect covenant which was to be ratified in Christ . . .
the New Covenant in his blood; he called together a race made up of Jews and Gentiles which
would be one, not according to the flesh, but in the Spirit."

OUR CALL
CCC 783
Jesus Christ is the one whom the Father anointed with the Holy Spirit and established as priest,
prophet, and king. The whole People of God participates in these three offices of Christ and bears
the responsibilities for mission and service that flow from them.

KINGLY
CCC 781
Christ exercises his kingship by drawing all men to himself through his death and Resurrection.
Christ, King and Lord of the universe, made himself the servant of all, for he came "not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. "For the Christian, "to reign is to
serve him," particularly when serving "the poor and the suffering, in whom the Church recognizes
the image of her poor and suffering founder. "The People of God fulfills its royal dignity by a life
in keeping with its vocation to serve with Christ.

PROPHETIC
Lumen Gentium 35
Christ, the great Prophet, who proclaimed the Kingdom of His Father both by the testimony of His
life and the power of His words, continually fulfills His prophetic office until the complete
manifestation of glory. He does this not only through the hierarchy who teach in His name and
with His authority, but also through the laity whom He made His witnesses and to whom He gave
understanding of the faith . . . so that the power of the Gospel might shine forth in their daily social
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and family life. . . Let them not, then, hide this hope in the depths of their hearts, but even in the
[midst] of their secular life let them express it…

PRIESTLY
Lumen Gentium 34
For besides intimately linking them to His life and His mission, He also gives them a sharing in
His priestly function of offering spiritual worship for the glory of God and the salvation of men. .
. For all their works, prayers and apostolic endeavors, their ordinary married and family life, their
daily occupations, their physical and mental relaxation, if carried out in the Spirit, and even the
hardships of life, if patiently borne—all these become "spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ".(199) Together with the offering of the Lord's body, [our spiritual sacrifices]
are most fittingly offered in the celebration of the Eucharist. Thus, as those everywhere who adore
in holy activity, the laity consecrate the world itself to God.
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